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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

• Comrades, 
 
     With summer approaching fast and things being late this 
spring so am I behind. To many irons in the pot. The first of 
June came up on me quick as did this meeting on June 7th, 
7:00 p.m. at the Eagles. 
     This month we had military honors for three veterans 
one of our members, Roger Burgoon. Also Kelly Booge, Lar-
ry Muller, Curt Anderson and myself all rode together and 
drove to Monticello, Mn. to present the colors for a pro-
gram held at  LaMettry's Collision, glass and more. It was a 
celebration of a military family car donation. This years re-
cipient happens to be a husband and wife veteran team that 
are members of our post, so why wouldn't we go down. 
LaMettry's collaborates to repair and donate a vehicle to a 
military member and/or military family in need. This is the 
12th vehicle LaMettry's has repaired and donated to a 
member of a community. 
     I can only wish that everyone had a great Memorial 
weekend, as we will be holding a memorial service out at 
Fern Cemetery this year with a program and a nice lunch to 
fallow. 
     The month of June is starting to fill up fast as we have 
the state convention starting the 8th thru the 12th. We al-
ready have three funerals scheduled, one flag raising/ dedi-
cation for the city of Bemidji of a deceased veteran employ-
ee. On June 15th we will be taking the colors to the Head-
waters of the Mississippi for the Wounded Warriors journey 
down the Mississippi to the gulf. The post sponsors these 
four veterans by putting them up in a motel when they ar-
rive in Bemidji and take them out to dinner. and the 23rd 
we present the colors for a Pow Wow that Sanford sponsors.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

Next Two Months Meetings 

July 5th 

August 2nd 

 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  



Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, June 7th. 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated information is available concern-
ing our local VFW Post #1260 as well as our state and national information. 
Date: Tuesday, June 7, 2022, at 7:00 pm at the Eagles Club 
 

June 3 – Last day of School for ISD 31 

June 6 – D-Day (1944) 

June 7 – VFW Post 1260 Meeting, Eagles Club, 7:00 P.M. 

June 9 – 12 – Department of MN VFW Convention, St. Cloud, MN 

June 12 – Women Veterans Day 

June 14 – Flag Day / US Army 247th Birthday (1775) 

June 19 – Father’s Day / Juneteenth 

June 20 – American Eagle Day 

June 21 – 1st Day of Summer 

June 23 – Coast Guard Auxiliary 83rd Birthday (1939) 

June 24 – Berlin Airlift begins (1948) 

June 25 – Korean War begins (1950) 

June 27 – PTSD Awareness Day 

 

Please continue to check our VFW Post 1260 Facebook Page as:  

https://www.facebook.com/BemidjiVFWPost1260 for updates. 

 

Reminder for members to sign up for VFW ACTION CORPS at VFW.ORG/JoinActionCorps or Text "VFW" to 50457 
and email me once either you have signed up, or if you have 
gotten a friend/neighbor/spouse to sign up. Thank you.  
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It's time for the lighter side:    A preacher was making his rounds on a bicycle when he came upon a 
little boy named Ole trying to sell a lawn mower.  "How much do you want for the mower?"  asked 
the preacher.  "I yust vant enough money tew go out and buy me a bicycle," said Little Ole.  After a 
moment of consideration, the preacher asked, "Will you take my bike in trade for it?"  Little Ole 
asked if he could try it out first, and, after riding the bike around a little while, said, "Mister, yew've 
got yourself a deal,"  The preacher took the mower and began to crank it.  He pulled on the rope a 
few times with no response from the mower.  The preacher called Little Ole over and said, "I can't 
get this mower to start."  Little Ole said, "Dat's because yew have tew cuss at it tew get it start-
ed."  The preacher said, "I can't cuss.  It's been so long since I became a Christian that I don't even 
remember how to cuss."  Little Ole looked at him happily and said, "Yew yust keep pulling on dat 
rope.  It'll come back tew yew." 
 
Commander Bruce  

Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 

VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com 
(502) 263.9802  

http://www.vfwpost1260.org


   

‘Support Our Troops’ License Plate Fund Awards Grants 

St. Paul, Minn. – The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) announced today the recipi-
ents of the competitive Support Our Troops (SOT) license plate fund grant program. 

• Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe: $93,767 

• LegalCorps: $70,000 

• American Heroes Outdoors: $60,000 

• Prairie Five Community Action Council, Inc.: $80,000 

• Mandatory Fun Outdoors: $30,000 

• Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa: $75,000 
The MDVA SOT grant program offers a competitive grant process which allows organizations to apply for 
funding. These grants, ranging from $1,000 to $100,000, are focused on supporting and improving the 
lives of Veterans and their families.“Congratulations to our diverse group of grant recipients for their com-
mitment to serving Minnesota Veterans in many different ways,” said MDVA Commissioner Larry Herke. 
“I also thank those Minnesotans who purchase SOT license plates. Without support from the thousands 
who are ‘driving home their support’ every day, these grants would not be possible.” 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe (LLBO) Homeless Veteran Financial Assistance Program is receiving a $93,767 
grant to provide financial assistance to at least 50 eligible participants living on the Leech Lake Tribal Res-
ervation. 
LegalCorps “Ventures 4 Veterans” Program is receiving a $70,000 grant to provide free transactional busi-
ness and patent law services to increase economic success to Veterans throughout Minnesota. LegalCorps 
programs will include workshops, brief advice clinics, and full representation by LegalCorps pro bono at-
torneys. 
American Heroes Outdoors “Support Our Troops” Program is receiving a $60,000 grant to provide thera-
peutic outdoor adventures and activities to 200 Minnesota Veterans.Prairie Five Community Action Coun-
cil, Inc. “Support Our Troops” Program is receiving an $80,000 grant to purchase a wheelchair-accessible 
van and provide transportation to Minnesota Veterans in the five-county region of Big Stone, Chippewa, 
Lac qui Parle, Swift and Yellow Medicine. 
Mandatory Fun Outdoors “Ice Castle” project is receiving a $30,000 grant to purchase a used recreational 
vehicle (“fish house”) to serve as a mobile office, provide safe/secure storage to transport and store equip-
ment, and shelter for Veterans and their families attending MFO events. 
Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa “Veterans Service Corps" Program is receiving a $75,000 grant 
providing a service-learning experience that will support up to 36 Minnesota Veterans and their spouses as 
they transition out of the military by assisting them in developing transferable workforce skills that can 
lead to careers in the natural resources field. 

About the SOT License Plate Program 
Deployments and military service can put a strain on families, finances and health. Purchasing a Support 

our Troops License plate helps Minnesota military, 
Veterans and families in the following ways: 

 

May 25, 2022 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
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https://mn.gov/mdva/resources/federalresources/grants/
https://www.llojibwe.org/
http://legalcorps.org/
https://www.americanheroesoutdoors.com/about-us/
https://prairiefive.org/
https://prairiefive.org/
https://mandatoryfunoutdoors.org/
https://conservationcorps.org/


CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

D-Day’s Enduring Memory: Heroic 

Chaplains Remembered on 75th An-

niversary 
Joseph Pronechen NationJune 6, 2019 

Tens of thousands of Allied forces 

stormed the beaches of Normandy. 

June 6, 1944 — D-Day was underway. 

That day 75 years ago launched the major turning point in 

World War II. 

As more than 156,000 soldiers took part in the Normandy 

landings, chaplains also landed or parachuted with them. 

To commemorate the anniversary, remember three clergy-

men whose extraordinary courage should never be for-

gotten. 

Father Francis Sampson, the “Parachute Padre” who 

served in the 501st parachute regiment, was among the 

15,500 soldiers who jumped behind enemy lines that fate-

ful June 6. “Probably no chaplain, Catholic or otherwise, 

saw more of the horrors of the hedgerow campaign than 

Francis Sampson,” related Jesuit Father Donald Crosby in 

his book Battlefield Chaplains: Catholic Priests in World 

War II (University Press of Kansas, 1994). 

Father Joseph Lacy was among the 34,250 U.S. soldiers 

who landed on Omaha Beach that June 6. Only a week ear-

lier he had joined the 5th Ranger Battalion.  

Among the massive carnage of D-Day, the only U.S. military 

chaplain killed in action was a Catholic priest, Franciscan 

Father Ignatius Maternowski. The 32-year-old friar para-

chuted in with the 82nd Airborne Division.  

 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/d-day-s-enduring-

memory-heroic-chaplains-remembered-on-75th-

anniversary 

 

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,149 

Iraq War                               31,994 

Operation New Dawn                 298 

Operation Inherent Resolve     270 

Operation Freedom Sentinel    612 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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https://www.ncregister.com/author/joseph-pronechen
https://www.ncregister.com/section/nation


HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

Medium-Range Rockets and 
Hackers Signal Escalating 
US Support to Ukraine 
1 June 2022 
Military.com | By Konstantin 
Toropin  
 
The U.S. military is stepping 
up its aid to Ukraine with 
high-tech medium-range 
rocket systems as part of a 
new $700 million shipment 
that also in-
cludes Javelins and Soviet-
era helicopters, the Pentagon 
said Wednesday. 
The decision to send the 
rockets, which are used by 
the Army, comes as the head 
of U.S. Cyber Command, 
Gen. Paul Nakasone, told a 
U.K. news outlet Wednesday 
that U.S. military hackers 
have also been conducting 
offensive operations to help 
the Ukrainians fight a Rus-
sian invasion that began in 
February. 
Support for Kyiv against 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's forces has evolved 
from shoulder-fired tank and 
aircraft killers such as the 
Javelin and Stinger earlier in 
the conflict to more ad-
vanced heavy weapons sys-
tems and equipment such 
as M777 howitzers, combat 
drones and armored vehi-
cles. The Florida National 
Guard has also been training 
Ukrainian forces on the 
weapons in Germany.  
Colin Kahl, the under secre-
tary of defense for policy, 
said the new aid package will 
include four units of the 
Army's High Mobility Artil-
lery Rocket Systems, 
or HIMARS, as well as guid-
ed rockets that can hit tar-
gets at a range of 40 miles.  
 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

D-Day, June 6th 1944 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Normandy beaches were chosen by planners because they lay within range of air cover, and 
were less heavily defended than the obvious objective of the Pas de Calais, the shortest distance 
between Great Britain and the Continent. Airborne drops at both ends of the beachheads were to 
protect the flanks, as well as open up roadways to the interior. Six divisions were to land on the 
first day; three U.S., two British and one Canadian. Two more British and one U.S. division were to 
follow up after the assault division had cleared the way through the beach defenses. 
Disorganization, confusion, incomplete or faulty implementation of plans characterized the initial 
phases of the landings. This was especially true of the airborne landings which were badly 
scattered, as well as the first wave units landing on the assault beaches. To their great credit, most 
of the troops were able to adapt to the disorganization. In the end, the Allies achieved their objec-
tive. 
The airborne assault into Normandy, as part of the D-Day allied invasion of Europe, was the largest 
use of airborne troops up to that time. Paratroopers of the U.S. 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions, 
the British 6th Airborne Division, the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, and other attached Allied 
units took part in the assault. Numbering more than 13,000 men, the paratroopers were flown 
from bases in southern England to the Cotentin Peninsula in approximately 925 C-47 airplanes. An 
additional 4,000 men, consisting of glider infantry with supporting weapons, medical, and signal 
units were to arrive in 500 gliders later on D-Day to reinforce the paratroopers. The parachute 
troops were assigned what was probably the most difficult task of the initial operation - a night 
jump behind enemy lines five hours before the coastal landings. 
To protect the invasion zone's western extremity and to facilitate the "Utah" landing force's move-
ment into the Cotentin Peninsula, the U.S. 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions descended on the 
peninsula by parachute and glider in the early hours of D-Day. The paratroopers were badly 
scattered. Many were injured and killed during the attack, and much of their equipment was lost, 
but the brave paratroopers fought fiercely, causing confusion among the German commanders 
and keeping the German’s troops occupied. Their efforts; hampered by harsh weather, darkness 
and disorganization, and initiative of resourceful Soldiers and leaders, ensured that the Utah Beach 
assault objectives were eventually accomplished. The British and Canadian attacks also accom-
plished their primary goal of securing the left flank of the invasion force. 
https://www.army.mil/d-day/history.html#honor 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 



THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

June 19, 1865 - In Galves-

ton, Texas, upon the arri-

val of Union troops, Maj. 

Gen. Gordon Granger 

read General Order No. 3: 

"The people of Texas are 

informed that, in accord-

ance with a proclamation 

from the Executive of the 

United States [President 

Lincoln], all slaves are 

free. This involves an ab-

solute equality of person-

al rights and rights of 

property between former 

masters and slaves..." As 

a result, an estimated 

250,000 enslaved African 

Americans in Texas were 

finally freed. The day is 

now celebrated as 

Juneteenth to commemo-

rate Emancipation and to 

recognize the struggle for 

freedom and equality of 

African Americans.  

Our June Auxiliary meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at the Bemidji 
Eagles Club at 7:00 p.m. Hope you can all 
attend that meeting. 
Late May is when we do our four day in-
dividual Poppy Drive. We have people 
posted at several businesses for four days 
offering poppies to customers of our lo-

cal businesses. Thank you so much for all the Post and Auxil-
iary members who pitched in to make this year’s drive an-
other big success. As of this writing, we can’t guarantee this 
will be the final total as we are still receiving some “straggler 
donations”. However, at this time we have raised a total of 
$9,146 for Poppy Cards to businesses, and $12,377.31 in in-
dividual donations. That brings us to a grand total of 
$21,523.31. Though we are still in a pandemic, and prices of 
everything have gone way up – this is proof positive that 
everyone still loves our veterans and want to help out in any 
way they can. Remember all proceeds stay local and are 
used on our veterans and their families. 
Hope you had a chance to attend several Memorial Day ser-
vices and were able to honor the many veterans in our area. 
Remember to take the time to thank a veteran for all they 
do for us. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Margaret Booge 
President, VF 

POST AUXILIARY 
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Poppy Chairwoman, Margaret Booge, giving one of the many poppy 
locations a break during the Poppy selling days this last May.  Margaret 
has been the driving force behind the Post 1260 and Auxiliary’s poppy 
selling by organizing and scheduling poppy card distribution and indi-
vidual selling for many years!  Thank you Margaret!! 

  

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802  anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Kent Porter      

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Shane Gustafson 218-333-4177    shane.gustafson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499   bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025    torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 136 
Members volunteered: 48 
Total dollar: $387 
 
Current Members: 208 
 
 
 
2022 TAPS 
 
Leander F. Peterka 
Francis Petersen 
Clinton Lydick  
 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

• Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

• Patriotic Activities 

• Aid to Schools & Churches 

• Membership 

• Help to obtain benefits 

• Legislative Service 

• Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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Tens of thousands of Allied forces stormed the beaches of Normandy. 

June 6, 1944 — D-Day was underway. 

That day 75 years ago launched the major turning point in World War II. 

As more than 156,000 soldiers took part in the Normandy landings, chaplains also landed or parachuted with them. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the Register remembers three clergymen whose extraordinary courage should never be for-

gotten. 

Father Francis Sampson, the “Parachute Padre” who served in the 501st parachute regiment, was among the 15,500 sol-

diers who jumped behind enemy lines that fateful June 6. “Probably no chaplain, Catholic or otherwise, saw more of the 

horrors of the hedgerow campaign than Francis Sampson,” related Jesuit Father Donald Crosby in his book Battlefield Chap-

lains: Catholic Priests in World War II (University Press of Kansas, 1994). 

Right away Father Sampson began tending to the wounded and dying, both spiritually and physically, but German SS troops 

captured him and marched him down the road to shoot him, recount both Father Crosby and Lawrence Grayson in an online 

article titled, “A Padre in Jump Boots.” 

Father Sampson would say he was so nervous he kept praying the “grace before meals” instead of the Act of Contrition. 

Next, the Germans stood him against a wall and raised their guns to shoot him, when a German officer spotted his chap-

lain’s insignia. The officer fired over the troops’ heads to stop them. Father Sampson identified himself to the officer as a 

Catholic priest. In response, the officer saluted, bowed slightly and showed him a Catholic medal pinned inside his uniform 

and insisted Father Sampson see pictures of his baby. 

“The German officer, who had clearly saved his life, promised him that a German doctor would come by in a day or two and 

tend to the wounds of the American soldiers,” said Father Crosby. 


