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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

Comrades, 

    Welcome to spring time and another meeting coming 
up April 5th, 7:00 p.m. at the Eagles club rooms. We will be 
electing officers for the coming year at this meeting. Please 
come and show your support for the elected officers. 

    Please keep in mind that this month will be the distribu-
tion of the poppy cards to the businesses. We can always 
use more help if you would like to give an hour or two of 
your time. 

    On April 30th we will be hosting the 9th District VFW 
meeting in Bemidji at the Eagles Club, also that evening 
will be a Testimonial Dinner honoring our 9th District Com-
mander, Kelly Booge. Please join us. The menu will be roast 
beef, mashed potatoes & gravy, baby carrots, coleslaw, 
dinner roll & cake. Mail your reservations to Kelly Booge, 
6029 Little Bass Lake RD NE, Bemidji 56601 by April 20th. 
Dinner tickets at $24.00 per person. 

    In February, VA published in the Federal Register, pro-
posed changes to the VA Schedule for Rating Disabili-
ties (VASRD), specifically for conditions related to the res-
piratory, auditory, and mental disorders body systems. The 
proposed updates to the rating schedule for these condi-
tions will enable VA to incorporate modern medical data 
and terminology to provide Veterans with more accurate 
and consistent decisions. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Officer elections in April! 

 

Next Two Months Meetings 

May 3rd 

June 7th 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTUuNTQ5MzIyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lY2ZyLmdvdi9jdXJyZW50L3RpdGxlLTM4L2NoYXB0ZXItSS9wYXJ0LTQifQ.OSkaySQMtNdHzsVJ-NiBuSQjNizP_q1pY


Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, April 5th. 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated information is available concern-
ing our local VFW Post #1260 as well as our state and national information. 
Date: Tuesday, April 5th, 2022, at 7:00 pm at the Eagles Club 
 

Apr 1 – April Fool’s 

Apr 5 – VFW Post 1260 Meeting, Eagles Club, 7:00 P.M./ Gold Star Spouses Day 

Apr 6 – U.S. Enters WWI (1917) 

Apr 9 – Former POW Recognition Day 

Apr 10 – Palm Sunday 

Apr 14 – Air Force Reserve 74th Birthday 

Apr 15 – Good Friday 

Apr 17 – Easter 

Apr 18 – Tax Day 

Apr 22 – Earth Day 

Ap 23 – Army Reserve 114th Birthday 

Apr 25 – U.S. declares war on Spain 

Apr 28 – U.S. forces invade Dominican Republic (1965) / Take Daughters/Sons to Work Day 

Apr 29 – U.S. forces invade Cambodia (1970) / Arbor Day 

Apr 30 - 9th District Meeting 9:00 A.M. at Eagles Club (Department Cmdr Barry Henriksen) 

 

Please continue to check our VFW Post 1260 Facebook Page as: https://www.facebook.com/
BemidjiVFWPost1260 for updates. 

 

Reminder for members to sign up for VFW ACTION CORPS at 
VFW.ORG/JoinActionCorps or Text "VFW" to 50457 and email 
me once you have signed up. Thank you. 
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    VA Claim Sharks: Have you been charged unnecessary fees to file a VA disability claim? If so, 
we want to hear from you. The VFW reported in the June/July 2021 issue of the VFW magazine that 
predatory companies, referred to as “claim sharks,” coach veterans in filing VA disability claims with 
promises of increased ratings while charging them fees and taking a portion of their compensation. 
Veterans service organizations like the VFW have accredited service officers who provide claims 
assistance to veterans free of charge, as is the law. If you or someone you know has been charged 
unnecessary fees for VA claims assistance, please contact the VFW at vfwac@vfw.org. 

    On the lighter side: Doctor: "Relax, David. It's just a simple surgery, don't panic." Patient: But my 
name isn't David." Doctor: " I know, I'm David." 

Bruce Malterud, Commander 

218-766-3898 

bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 

VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com 
(502) 263.9802  

http://www.vfwpost1260.org
http://digitaledition.qwinc.com/publication/?m=3914&i=704409&p=26&ver=html5
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/va-claims-separation-benefits
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org


   

Construction on Bemidji Veterans Home on Schedule 

St. Paul, Minn. – Veterans seeking skilled nursing care in northwest Minnesota can look forward 

to a summer 2023 opening of the future Minnesota Veterans Home in Bemidji. Officials from the 

Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) shared that good news during a virtual meet-

ing with Bemidji community stakeholders last week. 

Indeed, the most common questions MDVA leaders are receiving so far is regarding dates for 

when Veterans can apply to live in the new nursing home and dates when the new home will 

open. The home will be located at 920 Anne Street NW on 15 acres donated by Sanford Health 

next to the grounds of their Northern Minnesota campus. 

“We appreciate the Bemidji stakeholders and community members who joined us during the 

meeting,” said MDVA Commissioner Larry Herke. “Our commitment to, and pride in, this project 

remains strong. Great progress is being made on construction; we are on schedule and looking 

forward to the summer of 2023 when we open a beautiful new Veterans Home in Bemidji." 

A groundbreaking event was held in August 2021 and construction started shortly thereafter. 

The Bemidji Veterans Home will include 72 private residential units with private bathrooms. The 

units are split into smaller “households” of 18 Residents each, avoiding long institutional-feeling 

hallways. The design will reflect a North woods cabin feel for the public spaces that include a 

Town Center featuring a small coffee shop/cafe, theater/meeting room, family dining room, medi-

tation room/chapel, and club room. 

Simone Hogan, MDVA Senior Director - Veterans Healthcare, discussed Resident admissions 

and said that the home will be able to accommodate Residents with dementia or Alzheimer’s dis-

ease with a Memory Care unit. The number of rooms dedicated to Memory Care will depend on 

the Residents who are admitted. As the time draws near, MDVA will publish a number of com-

munications regarding the timeline to submit Resident applications. More information will also be 

available on MDVA’s website at MinnesotaVeteran.org/FutureHomes. 

“We plan to start accepting applications in September 2022, and there are several efforts under-

way to ensure it is a seamless and easy process including one point of contact,” said Hogan. 

“Admissions will be based on the Minnesota Administrative Rule 9050 process that we are re-

quired to follow. As of now, we anticipate the first Residents moving in July 2023.” 

To be eligible for admission, Residents must be a Minnesota-eligible Veteran per Minnesota 

Statute 197.447, or be a spouse of an eligible 

Veteran, or be a Gold Star Parent, and meet 

the clinical need for skilled nursing care. Inter-

ested Veterans can work with their lo-

cal County Veterans Service Officer on the ap-

plication process. For admissions inquiries, 

email NewHomesAdmissions@state.mn.us. 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

(Easter)  

Almighty God, Source of all life, by 

whose power our Lord Jesus Christ 

was raised from the dead; we praise 

You, we give You thanks for this 

great victory over sin and death. The resurrection of Your 

Son, our Savior, has opened to us the door of abundant 

and everlasting life. Our despair is changed to triumph, our 

fears to hope. We are grateful. Accept our thanks, O Lord, 

and may we prove our gratitude by selfless service in be-

half of all those who need our love and care. May we show 

them the Risen Christ in all we do. In His living Name we 

pray.  

Amen.  

VFW Chaplain’s Handbook 

 

 

Jewish Passover (April 15th): 

Blessed are You, our God, Ruler of the world, who sancti-

fies us with mitzvot and calls upon us to kindle the lights of 

[Shabbat and] the Festival day.  

 

 

 

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,149 

Iraq War                               31,994 

Operation New Dawn                 298 

Operation Inherent Resolve     270 

Operation Freedom Sentinel    612 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

Groundbreaking Held in 
Texas For Medal of Honor 
Museum 
25 Mar 2022 
Associated Press 
 
ARLINGTON, Texas — 
Ground was broken Friday 
for a new museum in Texas 
to honor those who have 
been awarded the nation's 
highest military honor. 
The National Medal of Hon-
or Museum will be built in 
Arlington, just west of Dal-
las. The museum will tell the 
stories of the recipients of 
the medal, which is awarded 
by Congress for risking life in 
combat beyond the call of 
duty. 
“When you look at the Medal 
of Honor recipient, you are 
looking at someone who has 
demonstrated gallantry un-
der impossible odds, you are 
looking at someone who has 
placed duty above self, you 
are looking at someone who 
understands the meaning of 
sacrifice in the most pro-
found way,” former Presi-
dent George W. Bush said at 
the groundbreaking ceremo-
ny. "And you are looking at a 
person of integrity, fortitude 
and patriotism. You are look-
ing at honor." 
Fifteen Medal of Honor re-
cipients attended the cere-
mony, including 98-year-old 
Hershel Woodrow "Woody" 
Williams, who is the nation's 
last living recipient from 
World War II. 
About 3,500 service mem-
bers have received the 
award. 
The museum, which will 
have permanent and rotating 
exhibits, is expected to open 
in 2024.  
 
 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

LTC James Doolittle Raid, April 18, 1942 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conceived in January 1942 in the wake of the devastating Japanese surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the “joint Army-Navy bombing project” was to bomb Japanese industrial 
centers, to inflict both “material and psychological” damage upon the enemy. Planners 
hoped that the former would include the destruction of specific targets “with ensuing 
confusion and retardation of production.” Those who planned the attacks on the Japa-
nese homeland hoped to induce the enemy to recall “combat equipment from other 
theaters for home defense,” and incite a “fear complex in Japan.” Additionally, it was 
hoped that the prosecution of the raid would improve the United States’ relationships 
with its allies and receive a “favorable reaction [on the part] of the American people.” 

Originally, the concept called for the use of U.S. Army Air Force bombers to be 
launched from, and recovered by, an aircraft carrier. Research disclosed the North 
American B-25 Mitchell to be “best suited to the purpose,” the Martin B-
26 Marauder possessing unsuitable handling characteristics and the Douglas B-
23 Dragon having too great a wingspan to be comfortably operated from a carrier deck. 
Tests off the aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-8) off Norfolk, and ashore at Norfolk soon 
proved that while a B-25 could take off with comparative ease, “landing back on again 
would be extremely difficult.”  
Twenty-four planes drawn from the 17th Bombardment Group, USAAF, were prepared 
for the mission, with additional fuel tanks installed and “certain unnecessary equip-
ment” removed. Intensive training began in early March 1942 with crews who had vol-
unteered for a mission that would be “extremely hazardous, would require a high de-
gree of skill and would be of great value to our defense effort.” Crews practiced inten-
sive cross-country flying, night flying, and navigation, as well as “low altitude approach-
es to bombing targets, rapid bombing and evasive action.”  
Source: https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/
world-war-ii/1942/halsey-doolittle-raid.html 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/h/hornet-vii.html


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

April 18, 1775 - The Midnight 

Ride of Paul Revere and Wil-

liam Dawes occurred as the 

two men rode out of Boston 

about 10 p.m. to warn patri-

ots at Lexington and Con-

cord of the approaching Brit-

ish. 

April 18, 1906 - The San 

Francisco Earthquake struck 

at 5:13 a.m., followed by a 

massive fire from overturned 

wood stoves and broken gas 

pipes. The fire raged uncon-

trollably for three days re-

sulting in the destruction of 

over 10,000 acres of proper-

ty and 4,000 lives lost. 

April 18, 1942 - The first air 

raid on mainland Japan dur-

ing World War II occurred as 

General James Doolittle led 

a squadron of B-25 bomb-

ers taking off from the carri-

er Hornet to bomb Tokyo 

and three other cities. Dam-

age was minimal, but the 

raid boosted Allied morale 

following years of unchecked 

Japanese military advances.  

At our March meeting we had nominations 
for officer positions for the upcoming year. 
Again at the April meeting, we will ask if 
there are any more nominations for officer 
positions. After all nominations have been 
received, we will be voting for the leaders 
for next year. Are you interested in being 
nominated for an office? Do you know 

someone in the Auxiliary you feel would be a good asset as an 
officer? Remember, you must either be at the meeting, or have 
turned in written notice that you would accept a position before 
you can be considered for it. We would love to have you at the 
meeting to be a part of this election. 
As of the writing of this newsletter, we are still waiting for the 
Poppy Cards to be delivered. We plan to set up a day in April to 
get together (as we usually do) at our house and assemble the 
Poppy Cards. Also, this may be a good time to work on decora-
tions, Ways & Means baskets, and auction items for our April 
30th District Meeting and Testimonial Dinner. As soon as we 
hear anything about those cards arriving, we will send out a note 
to all of you. We would hope to offer Poppy Cards to local busi-
nesses in late April, and have our individual poppy distribution 
around Memorial Weekend. As you know, this is the biggest 
fund raiser we have each year. Please watch for upcoming infor-
mation and be prepared to help us make this another “banner” 
year for our poppy distribution. 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bemidji Eagles. We hope to see you there. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Margaret Booge 
President, VFW Auxiliary 1260 
218-556-9482 

POST AUXILIARY 
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(Above) VFW Post 1260 Com-
mander Bruce Maulterud presents 
VFW Leadership awards to Cadet 
Tristan Wilcox and Cadet Lucas 
Gack at the 17th Annual JROTC 
Military Ball. 

(Right) VFW Post 1260 presents 
Certificates of Appreciation and 
cash awards to Voice of Democra-
cy submissions from Bemidji High 
School. (L-R) Front: Kayla Hen-
rickson, Lauren Berg, Max Brown, 
Camille McDermott, Back: Adju-
tant Curt Anderson, Commander 
Bruce Malterud, Quatermaster 
Kelly Booge and BHS Career Advi-
sor Barry Cervenka  

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802  anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Jerry Wraa 218-776-3949    jlwraa@gvtel.com 

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Shane Gustafson 218-333-4177    shane.gustafson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499   bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025    torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 136 
Members volunteered: 48 
Total dollar: $387 
 
Current Members: 208 
 
 
 
2022 TAPS 
 
Leander F. Peterka 
Francis Petersen 
Clinton Lydick  
 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

• Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

• Patriotic Activities 

• Aid to Schools & Churches 

• Membership 

• Help to obtain benefits 

• Legislative Service 

• Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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