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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

Comrades, 

    Tuesday Dec. 7th( Pearl Harbor Day ) is our next 
meeting 7:00 p.m. at the Eagles Cub rooms. This year is 
slipping by pretty fast with Deer season behind us now 
except you muzzle hunters. I hope everyone had a nice 
Thanksgiving and enjoyed some good quality time with 
family and friends. 

    We had four contestants for Voice of Democracy this 
year which is very good. The winners will be announced 
this month along with teacher of the year. These are 
programs that the VFW supports by getting into our 
schools, Citizenship & Education, which I am the state 
VFW Chairman. 

    Our annual Pearl Harbor Supper will be Sunday Dec. 
5th 4:00 p.m. social hour dinner served at 5:00 p.m. 
Our teacher of the year winner will have a few words 
for us and about herself. There will be a silent auction 
again this year with free will offering for the meal. This 
is always a fun and enjoyable evening, basically this 
our  annual membership drive to encourage new mem-
bers to join our organization and fight to keep what 
benefits we still have. 

    Holiday Overseas Mail Deadlines Approach-
ing: The U.S. Postal Service is preparing for more gifts 
to be mailed this year than usual as the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to force many families to spend holi-
days apart.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

Next Two Months Meetings 

January 4th 

February 1st 

 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  



Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, December 7th. 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated in-
formation is available concerning our local VFW Post #1260 as 
well as our state and national information. 
Date: Tuesday, December 7th at 7:00 pm at the Eagles Club 
 

Dec 1 – Civil Air Patrol Birthday (80 years old) 
Dec 4 – 9th District Meeting Dilworth VFW Post 1223 1 PM 
Dec 5 – VFW Post 1260 Pearl Harbor Dinner, Eagles Club, 4:00 P.M. 
Dec 7 – VFW Post 1260 Meeting, Eagles Club, 7:00 P.M. / Pearl Harbor Day 
Dec 8 – US declares war on Japan (1941) 
Dec 11 – US Declares war on Germany and Italy (1941) 
Dec 12 – Battle of Tora Bora begins (2001) 
Dec 13 – National Guard Birthday (385 years old) / Saddam Hussein is captured 
near Tikrit, Iraq (2003) 
Dec 15 – Bill of Rights Day (1791) 
Dec 16 – Battle of the Bulge begins (1944) 
Dec 20 – Operation JUST CAUSE begins (1989) 
Dec 21 – First Day of Winter 
Dec 25 – Christmas 
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve 
Reminder for members to sign up for VFW ACTION CORPS at VFW.ORG/
JoinActionCorps or Text "VFW" to 50457 and email me once you have signed up. 
Thank you. 
Bring another veteran to our meeting. 
 
Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 
VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com 
(502) 263.9802  

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

December 15, 1791 - 

The Bill of Rights (first 10 

amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution) became ef-

fective following ratifica-

tion by Virginia. 

December 15, 1890 - Sioux 

leader Sitting Bull (native 

name Tatanka-yatanka) 

was killed in a skirmish 

with U.S. soldiers along 

the Grand River in South 

Dakota as his warriors 

tried to prevent his arrest. 

December 15, 1943 - The 

Battle of San Pietro took 

place during World War II 

as a German panzer bat-

talion devastated Ameri-

can forces trying to take 

the 700-year-old Italian 

village. Hollywood direc-

tor John Huston, serving 

as an army lieutenant, 

filmed the battle and left 

behind a graphic account. 
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In order to ensure overseas packages are delivered before Dec. 25, it has provided the following 
deadlines: Dec. 9 for all Air/Army Post Office (APO), Fleet Post Office (FPO) and Diplomatic Post 
Office (DPO) addresses with AE Zip Codes using Priority Mail and First-Class Mail; and Dec. 16 for 
APO/FPO/DPO addresses using USPS Priority Mail Express (excluding ZIP 093). 

    In closing I want to wish you all a happy holiday season and safe and healthy New Year. 

On the lighter side; A man comes home from an exhausting day at work, plops down on the couch in 
front of the television, and tells his wife, "Get me a beer before it starts." The wife sighs and gets him 
a beer. Fifteen minutes later,  he says," Get me another beer before it starts." She looks cross, but 
fetches another beer and slams it down next to him. He finishes that beer and a few minutes later 
says, "Quick, get me another beer, it's going to start any minute." The wife is furious, she yells at him 
"is that all you're going to do tonight? Drink beer and sit in front of that TV? You're nothing but a la-
zy, drunken, fat slob, and furthermore..." The man sighs and says, "It's started...." 

Be all you can and do for our veterans this holiday season. 

Bruce Malterud, Commander 

http://www.vfwpost1260.org


 

 

The VFW Action Corps  
 

The VFW Action Corps is our national grassroots advocacy network comprised of more than 300,000 VFW 
members and patriotic supporters of veterans. This group stays up-to-date on the issues facing our veter-
ans, our military and their families, standing ready to email, write, call and visit our nation’s lawmakers to 
make their voices heard. The VFW Action Corps is free and open to all patriotic Americans who care 
about the military and veterans’ communities. VFW ACTION CORPS. Sign Up for the VFW ACTION CORPS 
Weekly E-Newsletter VFW.ORG/JoinActionCorps or Text "VFW" to 50457. Please email Adjutant Curt 
Anderson (anderscu@gmail.com) once you have signed up as we have to have 5 new members sign up 
as part of All American Post requirements.  
 
 

We now have a VFW Post 1260 Facebook Page. You can find it at:  

https://www.facebook.com/BemidjiVFWPost1260 We will use this page to keep mem-

bers up to date on meetings, activities, and veteran issues. Please go on the page and 

“like” it to receive updates.  

 

 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 

  3 



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Pearl Harbor Day  

 

Heavenly Father, we are gathered 

here to commemorate those who 

gave their lives at Peal Harbor on December 7th, 1941. Let 

us always honor the memory of the brave men who sacri-

ficed so that we may experience freedom in a Country that 

is free. Let us be reminded of life, liberty, justice, freedom 

and democracy that we may be ever grateful to You and 

those veterans who gave so much for their Country. We 

ask Your blessing upon us this day and grant unto us Your 

continued fellowship that makes abiding peace.  

In Your Holy Name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

End of Year 

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for the year we have 

completed in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 

States, for its successes, and for the strength You have giv-

en us to overcome its failures. As we face a new year to-

gether, give us patience and understanding for all our com-

rades/ sisters, wisdom in our decisions, and Your aid in 

building a better (VFW/Auxiliary) organization. Bestow 

Your special blessings upon all who will assume the duties 

of leadership this day, so that we may continue to serve 

our God and our Country.  

Amen.  

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,149 

Iraq War                               31,994 

Operation New Dawn                 298 

Operation Inherent Resolve     269 

Operation Freedom Sentinel    573 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

Putin Warns West: Moscow 
Has 'Red Line' About 
Ukraine, NATO 
 
30 Nov 2021 
Associated Press |  
By Vladimir Isachenkov 
 
MOSCOW — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Tues-
day sternly warned NATO 
against deploying its troops 
and weapons to Ukraine, 
saying it represents a red line 
for Russia and would trigger 
a strong response. 
Commenting on Western 
concerns about Russia's al-
leged intention to invade 
Ukraine, he said that Mos-
cow is equally worried about 
NATO drills near its borders. 
Speaking to participants of 
an online investment forum. 
the Russian president said 
that NATO's eastward ex-
pansion has threatened Mos-
cow's core security interests. 
He expressed concern that 
NATO could eventually use 
the Ukrainian territory to 
deploy missiles capable of 
reaching Russia's command 
centers in just five minutes. 
“The emergence of such 
threats represents a ‘red line’ 
for us,” Putin said. “I hope 
that common sense and re-
sponsibility for their own 
countries and the global 
community will eventually 
prevail.” 
He added that Moscow has 
been forced to counter the 
growing threats by develop-
ing new hypersonic weapons. 
“What should we do?” Putin 
said. “We would need to de-
velop something similar to 
target those who threaten us. 
And we can do that even 
now.” 
 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

Community Service in the VFW 
Community Service is the best source of positive publicity the VFW has to offer.  By 
service to our communities we accomplish seven (7) goals: 

1. We live up to our VFW Constitution. 

2. We provide valuable services to many areas of our community. 

3. We benefit from a favorable impression of our organization by the  community. 

4. We attract new members. 

5. We satisfy certain IRS requirements from which we benefit. 

6. We build pride among  our members. 

7. It’s good for our health; people involved in Community Service are happier and 
tend to live longer. 

Community Service within the VFW organization has six broad categories: Ameri-
canism/Cooperation w/Other, Safety, Aid to Others, School & Church assistance, 
Youth Activities, and Hospital/Blood. 

Community Service is the volunteer work we do for the community, not for the ben-
efit of our post. For instance, putting poppies on cards, working a fish fry for the 
VFW, driving a relative to the VA, or driving to the state capitol to support a Veter-
an’s Bill. Only projects benefiting the community may be reported to district.      

You cannot claim the value of the hours volunteered, only the value of money actu-
ally spent to support a project. You also cannot claim all members of the post, only 
those that actually worked on the project. 

Part 3, spotlight on Aid to Others: 

Examples include, but not limited to - 

Senior Citizens 
 Shopped for nursing home residents 
 Took Senior Citizens to the doctor 
 Took Senior citizens to church 
 Volunteered for bingo at nursing home 
 Served coffee and cake for seniors 
  Visit with Senior Citizens 
 Volunteered to cut grass for Senior Citizens 
Special Needs 
 Clothing to group home residents 
 Donation to food shelf 
 Delivered Meal on Wheels 
Personal or family tragedy/illness 
 Attended funeral of a community member 
 Held ritual for a non-member Veteran 
 Donated flowers to a community member 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 



THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

December 15, 1961 - Nazi 

SS-Colonel Adolf Eich-

mann was sentenced to 

death in Jerusalem for his 

role in the Holocaust. 

Eichmann had organized 

the deportation of Jews 

from all over occupied 

Europe to Nazi death 

camps.  

December 16, 1773 - 

The Boston Tea Par-

ty occurred as colonial 

activists disguised as Mo-

hawk Indians boarded 

British ships anchored in 

Boston Harbor and 

dumped 342 containers 

of expensive tea into the 

water. 

December 16, 1835 - A 

massive fire erupted in 

New York City, destroy-

ing more than 600 build-

ings, causing an estimat-

ed $20 million in damag-

es. 

Greetings Everyone, 
I wanted to report on a contest we had in No-
vember that was a great success. It was for K 
– 5th grade students to make “Thank You” 
cards for veterans. These were rated at the 
Post, then the District, and then sent on to 
Department for final deciding of the winners. 
We have some talented young people out 
there, and it is interesting to see their per-
spective. Any cards not selected and sent on 

for rating went to local vets in nursing homes, VA clinics, the 
VSO, etc. The vets who were given these thank you cards certain-
ly appreciated them. Our actions don’t need to be huge for them 
to be appreciated. 
One more reminder about our membership dues. If you are an an-
nual member that has still not paid your annual dues, please send 
it in right away so we can keep everyone in good standing. If you 
are a life member, you are also encouraged to send in your cancer 
payment and any donation you care to make to the “no bake bake 
sale”. Also remember we are always trying to get more members 
in the VFW Auxiliary so we maintain a good strong group to help 
our local veterans. 
As of this writing we still plan to hold the Pearl Harbor Dinner on 
Sunday, December 5th. Hope any veteran (and their family) will 
be able to attend. The cost of the meal is a free will donation. We 
also have a silent auction with any proceeds going to local veter-
ans. The social hour will be from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Dinner will be 
served at 5 p.m. and we will round out our gathering with the 
closing of the auction by the end of the meal. There will be no set 
program this year. 
Our monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 7th. 
We will begin our evening with our Christmas Party at 6:00 p.m., 
and our meeting at 7:00 p.m. We would love to have you join us. 
Wishing you all the blessings of the season. Things are a little 
more “normal” this year than last, but we still need to remain vig-
ilant. Work hard to make the holidays a very special time for you 
and your family, and don’t forget to include our local veterans 
and their families in any way we can. 
Margaret Booge 
President, VFW Auxiliary 1260 

POST AUXILIARY 
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Jeremy Ganske, vice 
president Northern 
Minnesota Division, of 

Knife River  made a donation to the Commander VFW Post 1260, Bruce 
Malterud, to help out on future projects for the newly construction of 
the veterans home being built.  

 

27 members of 
Post 1260 met in 
October at Post 
Commander Bruce 
Malterud’s home 
to retire old flags.  
This photo shows 
members folding 
the Bemidji Per-
kins flag. 

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802   anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Jerry Wraa 218-776-3949    jlwraa@gvtel.com 

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Scotty Allison 218-333-4178    campbell.allison@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499    bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025     torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 136 
Members volunteered: 48 
Total dollar: $387 
 
Current Members: 208 
 
 
 
2021 TAPS 
 
Deane Watkins 
Paul Brune 
Vern Parenteau 
Steve Stilwell 
Richard Tammaro 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

• Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

• Patriotic Activities 

• Aid to Schools & Churches 

• Membership 

• Help to obtain benefits 

• Legislative Service 

• Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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