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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

Comrades, 

    Nov. 2nd our monthly meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. 
Bemidji Eagles Club rooms. Nov. already where has the sum-
mer gone. Deer season is just around the corner for those that 
are big into the hunting. I'll have to try and get one this year 
as we don't have much canned venison left. 

    We had our annual flag retirement in Oct. which is always a 
fun and a great time with everyone getting together to strip 
down the rifles and clean them. While the Aux. sewed and 
stuffed towel buddies for our veterans in need. It takes about 
an hour. After that the Aux. and the VFW members all togeth-
er fold all the flags for proper retirement. This year that took 
about 2-hours to complete. This year we folded 310 flags to be 
disposed of for proper retirement. Afterwards we had a great 
potluck lunch. Thanks to the Aux. and VFW for a good time 
together and all the food that was brought, 27 of us in all. 

    Renew Your ID Cards Before They Expire: To reduce 
the risk of exposure during the Covid-19 pandemic, DOD 
electronically extended the expiration dates of ID cards. DOD 
has now requested that all dependents of active-duty service 
members, and Reserve and National Guard service members 
and their dependents schedule appointments immediately as 
these cards will expire on Oct. 31, 2021. ID cards of retirees 
and their dependents that were extended under the above 
conditions are valid through Jan. 31, 2022. MIA Update: The 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced one burial 
update and one new identification for service members who 
have been missing and unaccounted-for from World War II. 
Returning home for burial with full military honors are: 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

Next Two Months Meetings 

December 7th 

January 4th 

 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  



Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, November 2nd! 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated in-
formation is available concerning our local VFW Post #1260 as 
well as our state and national information. 
Date: Tuesday, November 2nd at 7:00 pm at the Eagles Club 
 
Nov 1 – All Saints Day 
Nov 2 – VFW Post 1260 Meeting, Eagles Club, 7:00 P.M. / General Election Day 
Nov 10 – United States Marine Corps Birthday (246 years old) 
Nov 11 – Veteran’s Day/ WWI Ends (1918) 
Nov 21 – Operation Urgent Fury (Grenada) Ends (1983) 
Nov 24 –US Troops end mission in Bosnia (2004) 
Nov 25 – Thanksgiving 
Nov 26 – Black Friday 
Nov 28 – Advent Begins/ Chanukah Begins 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, District 9 Commander Kelly Booge has named his 
Commander’s project for the 2021-2022 9th VFW District Program year. 
Middle River Veterans Outdoors is organized for the sole purpose of provid-
ing no cost outdoor recreation opportunities for all veterans. This includes 
winter and summer fishing, hunting and other shooting sports, their signa-
ture event (The Middle River Disabled Veterans Goose Hunt), Golf and some 
youth hunting and shooting sports. You can read more about Middle River 
Veterans Outdoors program at: http://mrveteransoutdoors.com  
 
Bring another veteran to our meeting. 
 
Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 
VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com 
(502) 263.9802  

 
 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

November 11, 1918 - At 5 

a.m., in Marshal Foch's 

railway car in the Forest of 

Compiegne, 

the Armistice between the 

Allied and Central Powers 

was signed, silencing the 

guns of World War 

I effective at 11 a.m. – the 

11th hour of the 11th day of 

the 11th month. In many 

places in Europe, a mo-

ment of silence in memory 

of the millions of fallen 

soldiers is still observed. 

November 11, 1938 - Ir-

ving Berlin's God Bless 

America was first per-

formed. He had written 

the song especially for ra-

dio entertainer Kate Smith 

who sang it during her 

regular radio broadcast. It 

soon became a patriotic 

favorite of Americans and 

was one of Smith's most 

requested songs. 
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-- Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Alan E. Petersen, 23, of Brownton, Minnesota, was assigned to 345th Bombardment 
Squadron, 98th Bombardment Group, 9th Air Force. On Aug. 1, 1943, the B-24 Liberator aircraft on which Pe-
terson was serving as a bombardier crashed as a result of enemy anti-aircraft fire. Following the war, his re-
mains could not be identified. He will be buried on Oct. 30, 2021, in Glencoe, Minnesota. 

    In Oct. we had three funerals with military honors which we provided and for the month of Nov. we have 
honors Nov. 1st and Nov. 4th scheduled so far. I sure do appreciate the help that the Honor Guard provides 
when they are available. Any member that wants to help out when they can, please call 218-766-3898 as we are 
getting older and need more bodies. Thank you for considering. 

     Keep in mind the Pearl Harbor supper coming up on Dec. 5th, Sunday afternoon, mark your calendars, it'll 
be here sooner then you think. 

On the lighter side; a son asked his mother the following question: "Mom, why are wedding dresses white?" 
The mother looks at her son and replies, "Son, this shows your friends and relatives that your bride is pure." 
The son thanks his mom and goes off to double - check this with his father. "Dad why are wedding dresses 
white?" " The father looks at his son in surprise and says,"Son all household appliances come in white." The 
husband is still in intensive care and the prognosis is not good! 

Bruce Malterud, Commander, 218-766-3898 

http://www.vfwpost1260.org


 

 

The VFW Action Corps  
 

The VFW Action Corps is our national grassroots advocacy network comprised of more than 300,000 VFW 
members and patriotic supporters of veterans. This group stays up-to-date on the issues facing our veter-
ans, our military and their families, standing ready to email, write, call and visit our nation’s lawmakers to 
make their voices heard. The VFW Action Corps is free and open to all patriotic Americans who care 
about the military and veterans’ communities. VFW ACTION CORPS. Sign Up for the VFW ACTION CORPS 
Weekly E-Newsletter VFW.ORG/JoinActionCorps or Text "VFW" to 50457. Please email Adjutant Curt 
Anderson (anderscu@gmail.com) once you have signed up as we have to have 5 new members sign up 
as part of All American Post requirements.  
 
Participants receive: 
• The VFW Action Corps Weekly, an easy-to-read electronic newsletter that highlights the VFW’s advo-

cacy efforts on Capitol Hill. 
• Immediate access to a nationwide database of contact information for all elected officials, a congres-

sional directory. 
• Regular VFW “Action Alerts” on how to get involved when our nation’s veterans, service members 

and their families need their voices heard on Capitol Hill. 
 
The VFW Action Corps is what gives the VFW its strength in advocating for our nation’s heroes. Working 
hand-in-hand with the VFW’s National Legislative Service -- whose office is in eye-shot of the Capitol 
dome in Washington -- members of the VFW Action Corps are armed with all of the tools and infor-
mation they need to help the VFW in its mission to support our nation’s veterans. 
 
Our Recent Legislative Victories Include: 
• Passage of the PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act which will establish a pilot program on dog training 

therapy for veterans diagnosed with PTSD and require VA to provide service dogs for those veterans, 
including veterinary insurance. 

• Inclusion of Agent Orange presumptive conditions of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and parkinson-
ism to the list of Department of Veterans Affairs presumptive conditions for herbicide exposure, 
which will provide our Vietnam veterans the long-awaited care and benefits they urgently need. 

• Passage of the Deborah Sampson Act, which will remove the barriers impacting women veterans by 
requiring VA to address privacy concerns and improve access, expand the amount of time new moth-
ers are given to find health care coverage for their newborns, increase staff cultural competency, 

eliminate harassment and assault, and make other 
much-needed improvements to women veterans’ 
health care. 
• Elimination of the 12-year limit on using Veter-
an Readiness and Employment (VR&E) benefits. 
 

 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

VETERANS’ DAY PRAYERS 

Let us remember before our God to-

day, those who sacrificed during 

times of war in order that we might 

have liberty and freedom and securi-

ty. 

• Veterans both living and dead who fought on land, in the 

air, and on the water; 

• The men and women in labor and industry who provided 

the machinery and weapons of war. 

Eternal God, who alone rules the destines of nations, and 

who has deemed that men and women should live togeth-

er in peace. We pray for those who fought a good fight and 

finished the course. 

On this day we call to remembrance those who served in 

far off places and have laid down their arms to march into 

that land of eternal peace. We also call to remembrance all 

veterans who served in the Armed Forces of our Nation 

and contributed to the greatness of our national defense. 

We are indeed grateful for their service and sacrifice. And, 

if it were not for the men and women in our factories, their 

victories would not have been sustained. Keep sacred all 

their sacrifices in our hearts. Keep holy our course in Your 

sight. Enkindle within us a flame of selfless, unwavering 

devotion to duty that we may never be found wanting in 

those qualities of spirit and mind which alone are able to 

preserve our homes, the peace of our nation, and the tran-

quility of the world.  

 

In Your Holy Name we pray.  

Amen. 

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,149 

Iraq War                               31,994 

Operation New Dawn                 298 

Operation Inherent Resolve     269 

Operation Freedom Sentinel    573 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

US Intel Warns China Could 
Dominate Advanced Tech-
nologies 
22 Oct 2021 
Associated 
Press | By Nomaan Merchant 
 
WASHINGTON — U.S. offi-
cials issued new warnings 
Friday about China’s ambi-
tions in artificial intelli-
gence and a range of ad-
vanced technologies that 
could eventually give Beijing 
a decisive military edge and 
possible dominance over 
health care and other essen-
tial sectors in America. 
The warnings include a re-
newed effort to inform busi-
ness executives, academics 
and local and state govern-
ment officials about the risks 
of accepting Chinese invest-
ment or expertise in key in-
dustries, officials at the Na-
tional Counterintelligence 
and Security Center said. 
While the center does not 
intend to tell officials to re-
ject Chinese investment, it 
will encourage efforts to con-
trol intellectual property and 
implement security 
measures. 
National security agencies 
under President Joe Biden’s 
administration are mak-
ing an aggressive public push 
against China, which some 
officials have called the 
greatest strategic threat to 
the United States. The Biden 
administration has simulta-
neously tried to ease some 
tensions with Beijing dating 
to the Trump administration 
and seek common ground on 
trade and climate change. 
Beijing has repeated-
ly accused Washington of 
fear-mongering about its 
intentions and attacked U.S. 
intelligence for its assess-
ments of China. 
 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

Community Service in the VFW 
Community Service is the best source of positive publicity the VFW has to offer.  By 
service to our communities we accomplish seven (7) goals: 

1. We live up to our VFW Constitution. 

2. We provide valuable services to many areas of our community. 

3. We benefit from a favorable impression of our organization by the  community. 

4. We attract new members. 

5. We satisfy certain IRS requirements from which we benefit. 

6. We build pride among  our members. 

7. It’s good for our health; people involved in Community Service are happier and 
tend to live longer. 

Community Service within the VFW organization has six broad categories: Ameri-
canism/Cooperation w/Other, Safety, Aid to Others, School & Church assistance, 
Youth Activities, and Hospital/Blood. 

Community Service is the volunteer work we do for the community, not for the ben-
efit of our post. For instance, putting poppies on cards, working a fish fry for the 
VFW, driving a relative to the VA, or driving to the state capitol to support a Veter-
an’s Bill. Only projects benefiting the community may be reported to district.      

You cannot claim the value of the hours volunteered, only the value of money actu-
ally spent to support a project. You also cannot claim all members of the post, only 
those that actually worked on the project. 

Part 3, spotlight on Safety: 

Examples include, but not limited to - 

Conducted a CPR class 
Aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
Neighborhood/highway beautification 
Members water & maintain flower tubs in areas of the city 
Monetary donation to the Chamber of Commerce 
Participated in Adopt-a-highway program 
Members active in local politics, attending meetings, which are beneficial to the 
post 
Helped cut up storm-downed trees 
Helped with bingo for Senior Citizens 
Other community involvement projects 
Members donated time to community awareness programs 
Donated funds to the County Fair Board 
Volunteer security for community events 
Delivered Meals on Wheels 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 



THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

November 11, 1972 - The 

U.S. turned over its mili-

tary base at Long Binh to 

the South Vietnamese, 

symbolizing the end of 

direct American military 

participation in 

the Vietnam War. 

November 11, 1973 - 

Egypt and Israel signed a 

cease-fire agreement 

sponsored by the U.S. 

November 12, 1948 - Jap-

anese General Hideki To-

jo and six others 

were sentenced to 

death by an Allied war 

crimes tribunal.  

November 13, 1942 - The 

five Sullivan Broth-

ers from Waterloo, Iowa, 

were lost in the sinking of 

the cruiser USS Ju-

neau by a Japanese torpe-

do off Guadalcanal dur-

ing World War II in the 

Pacific.  

This month is a special time of thanks. Remem-
ber to thank every veteran you see, always, and 
especially around Veterans Day. Thank them for 
their sacrifice both during times of war, and 
times of peace. Also Thanksgiving is an excellent 
opportunity to thank our veterans and their 
families. Remember the veterans that are de-
ployed now and can’t be home for Thanksgiv-
ing, and their families that wait at home with-

out them. If possible, include a veteran and their family in your cele-
brations this month. Remember, they are the reason we exist as a 
Post and Auxiliary. 
The assembling of Towel Buddies went very well at our Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony. We put together almost 40 of the Towel Buddies, 
and they were distributed to the local Veteran’s Service Officer and 
the Bemidji VA Clinic. These will be handed out to needy vets. We 
hope to plan for, and put together another set by the end of Decem-
ber to distribute to local veterans. 
Auxiliary members will be setting up a time in November to put to-
gether Holiday decorations for our nursing home veterans. This will 
help remind them they are in our hearts and on our minds even if we 
can’t visit them in person right now. 
Remember we are still in our membership drive. Encourage your 
friends and neighbors to come visit a meeting to see what we are 
about, and hopefully decide to join our group. 
At this point we are still planning to hold the Pearl Harbor Dinner on 
Sunday, December 5th. We will keep you informed about that. Please 
be thinking of crafts, baked goods, or items you could put on the silent 
auction to help with our fund raiser. The money we raise goes directly 
to local veterans and their families. We encourage you to come to the 
dinner and join us. We ask a free will donation for the meal. More dis-
cussion and decisions will be made at the November meeting. Hope 
you can be there. 
Remember our many blessings – even in the midst of uncertainty.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
Margaret Booge 
President, VFW Auxiliary 1260 

POST AUXILIARY 
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Jeremy Ganske, vice 
president Northern 
Minnesota Division, of 

Knife River  made a donation to the Commander VFW Post 1260, Bruce 
Malterud, to help out on future projects for the newly construction of 
the veterans home being built.  

 

27 members of 
Post 1260 met in 
October at Post 
Commander Bruce 
Malterud’s home 
to retire old flags.  
This photo shows 
members folding 
the Bemidji Per-
kins flag. 

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802   anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Jerry Wraa 218-776-3949    jlwraa@gvtel.com 

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Scotty Allison 218-333-4178    campbell.allison@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499    bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025     torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 136 
Members volunteered: 48 
Total dollar: $387 
 
Current Members: 208 
 
 
 
2021 TAPS 
 
Deane Watkins 
Paul Brune 
Vern Parenteau 
Steve Stilwell 
Richard Tammaro 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

• Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

• Patriotic Activities 

• Aid to Schools & Churches 

• Membership 

• Help to obtain benefits 

• Legislative Service 

• Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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