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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

Brothers and sisters, 

With the summer months slipping by fast again it 
is our July meeting on Tuesday, July 6th already 
at 7:00 p.m. And the newly elected officers for the 
coming year will step into their positions at this 
meeting. 

    There hasn't been much happening as far as 
programs and getting into the schools etc. This 
being the first month of our new year. The state 
convention is now behind us. We have had a few 
military honors to perform, and a parade on the 
4th and posting of the colors that evening at Bad 
Medicine Lake for the fireworks. 

    Our poppy drive season is now complete and I 
want to put out a big THANK YOU to the post 
Poppy Chairpersons, Margaret and Kelly Booge, 
we had the biggest year ever that I can remember. 
The businesses and all the individual people that 
came forward gave very well. Also thanks to eve-
ryone that was out there offering the poppies to 
the community. It was a big effort by all and with 
the pandemic we were unable to be out last year. 
And our veterans suffered that as well as we did. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Next Two Months Meetings 

Aug 3rd 

Sept 7th 

 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  



Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, July 6th. 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated in-
formation is available concerning our local VFW Post #1260 as 
well as our state and national information. 
VFW Post #1260 Meeting Date: Tuesday,  July 6th 
                                              Time:  7:00 pm  
                                           Where:  Eagles Club 
 
Jul 1 – 5 – Bemidji Water Carnival 
Jul 4st – Independence Day / Bemidji Grand Parade @ 1:00 PM 
Jul 6th – VFW Post 1260 Meeting, 7:00 PM 
Jul 27th – Korean War Armistice (1953) 
Jul 31st – Aug 3rd - VFW National Convention Kansas City, MO 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 9.11.21 – Minnesotans will come together to remember 9/11 
and honor the men and women who have served since.  Visit  https://
www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/ to share 
your experience from 9/11 and the resulting Global War on Terrorism.  

 
Bring another veteran to our meeting. 
 
Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 
VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com  
(502) 263.9802  

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

July 15, 1918 - During the 

Battle of the Marne 

in World War I, German 

General Erich Ludendorff 

launched Germany's fifth, 

and last, offensive to 

break through the Cha-

teau-Thierry salient. 

However, the Germans 

were stopped by Ameri-

can, British and Italian 

divisions. On July 18, 

General Foch, Command-

er-in-Chief of the Allied 

troops, launched a mas-

sive counter-offensive. 

The Germans began a 

retreat lasting four 

months until they re-

quested an armistice in 

November.  
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MIA,-- Navy Fireman 1st Class Neal K. Todd, 22, of Akeley, Minnesota, was as-
signed to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, 
Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. 
The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly 
capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, includ-
ing Todd. He will be buried on July 10, 2021, in his hometown of Akeley, MN. 

On the lighter side: Will You Marry ME? An elderly widow and widower were 
dating for about five years. The man finally decided to ask her to marry. She 
immediately said "yes". The next morning when he awoke, he couldn't remem-
ber what her answer was! "Was she happy? I think so, wait, no, she looked at 
me funny..." After about an hour of trying to remember to no avail, he got on 
the telephone and gave her a call. Embarrassed, he admitted that he didn't re-
member her answer to the marriage proposal. "Oh". she said "I'm glad you 
called. I remembered saying 'yes' to someone, but I couldn't remember who it 
was". 

Commander, Bruce Malterud 

http://www.vfwpost1260.org
https://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/
https://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/


 
 
 

 

9/11 and GWOT Task Force 

 

20th Anniversary of 9/11 

 

 

The 9/11 and Global War on Terrorism Remembrance Task Force was formed to honor and remember Minneso-
tans, Minnesota Veterans and their families whose lives who were forever changed by the events of 9/11/2001 
and the Global War on Terror. The task force strives to educate current and future generations of Minnesotans 
about the sacrifice and high cost of maintaining freedom. 

The purpose of this task force is to preserve, educate, recognize, remember, commemorate, and engage the 
public about Minnesota’s history and sacrifices during 9/11 and the Global War on Terrorism. 

The members of this task force include: 

Non-Member and Task Force Contact: Dale Klitzke at dale.klitzke@state.mn.us 

September 11, 2021 

The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, the 9/11 Global War on Terrorism Task Force, and 
the Minnesota Military Museum will mark the 20th anniversary of 9/11 this September with an event 
on the Minnesota State Capitol grounds. The official “9/11 Day of Remembrance” is scheduled in-
person for Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021. In addition to memorializing the events of that day and honoring 
those impacted, this event is focused on bringing the community together through a message of 
hope, unity and resilience. 

The event will feature participation in the national Tolling of the Bells, a reading of names of those 
killed on 9/11 and in-action during the Global War on Terrorism, along with a commemorative cere-
mony including aircraft flyovers, guest speakers, musical performances, and military honors. Speak-
ers will include Gov. Tim Walz, retired Army Gen. Joseph Votel, MDVA Commissioner Larry Herke, 
Gold Star Mother Jill Stephenson and Mariah Jacobson, daughter of Flight 93 hero Tom Burnett. 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Independence Day Prayer 

As our Nation unites again to 

celebrate the gift of liberty, we 

give thanks for all those patriots 

and defenders of our Nation’s 

ideals who have sacrificed so much for the sake of 

others. Give to us a renewed dedication to the 

preservation of the finest principles of freedom and 

justice which have shaped our Nation’s destiny, and 

help us to call to mind the part that Your revealed 

truth has had in bringing this all about. To You we 

give all honor and praise.  

Amen. 

O God Almighty, the Creator and Ruler of the Uni-

verse, we ask that You will strengthen and protect 

the members of the armed forces of the United 

States of America. In the day of battle, may they be 

courageous and strong, resourceful and capable, 

resolute and victorious. In the time of peace, may 

they serve with dignity and honor, as effective em-

issaries of good will for this Nation. May their devo-

tion and loyalty to You and to their homeland in-

spire them in moments of challenge, and comfort 

them in tribulation and long separation from loves 

ones. And finally, we ask that they may return safe-

ly to serve You and our Country in the days and 

years to come. 

Amen. 

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,147 

Iraq War                               32,292 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

After Criticizing Bloated VA 
Budget, House Agrees to 
Boost It By $170 Million 
25 June 2021 
Military.com | By Patricia 
Kime 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which has already 
requested a 10% boost to its 
fiscal 2022 budget, would 
receive that and an extra 
$170 million under the first 
draft of a funding bill re-
leased Thursday by the 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee. 
Under the proposal, the VA 
would receive nearly $270 
billion, including $113.1 bil-
lion in discretionary spend-
ing and $113.1 billion in ad-
vanced funding for veterans 
medical care for fiscal 2023. 
Much of the $170 million 
increase would go to health 
care services, including $73 
million added to the $778.5 
million request for women's 
health and $1 million above 
the $13.2 billion request for 
mental health services.  
The bill also would fully fund 
the VA's construction pro-
jects, assistance programs 
for an estimated 37,200 
homeless veterans and rural 
health initiatives -- all budg-
et items that VA Secretary 
Denis McDonough said 
Wednesday are important to 
ensure the safety and health 
of 9.6 million enrolled veter-
ans.  
"This proposed budget al-
lows us to deliver high quali-
ty health care and benefits to 
our veterans, and it does so 
in large part by enabling the 
work of great people," 
McDonough told members of 
a Senate oversight commit-
tee. 
 
 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG 

Adams County, PA  |  Jul 1 - 3, 1863 

 

The Battle of Gettysburg marked the turning point of the Civil War. With 
more than 50,000 estimated casualties, the three-day engagement was the 
bloodiest single battle of the conflict. 

How it ended 

Union victory. Gettysburg ended Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s ambi-
tious second quest to invade the North and bring the Civil War to a swift end. 
The loss there dashed the hopes of the Confederate States of America to be-
come an independent nation. 

In context 

After a year of defensive victories in Virginia, Lee’s objective was to win a bat-
tle north of the Mason-Dixon line in the hopes of forcing a negotiated end to 
the fighting. His loss at Gettysburg prevented him from realizing that goal. 
Instead, the defeated general fled south with a wagon train of wounded sol-
diers straining toward the Potomac. Union general Meade failed to pursue 
the retreating army, missing a critical opportunity to trap Lee and force a 
Confederate surrender. The bitterly divisive war raged on for another two 
years.  

President Lincoln uses the dedication  
ceremony at the Gettysburg's Soldiers’  
National Cemetery to honor the fallen and  
reassert the purpose of the war in his historic  
Gettysburg Address: 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/gettysburg 

The world will little note, nor long remember 
what we say here, but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us the living, ra-
ther, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have thus 
far so nobly advanced. 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 



THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

July 16, 1945 - The experi-

mental Atomic bomb "Fat 

Boy" was set off at 5:30 a.m. 

in the desert of New Mexico 

desert, creating a mushroom 

cloud rising 41,000 ft. The 

bomb emitted heat three 

times the temperature of the 

interior of the sun and wiped 

out all plant and animal life 

within a mile.  

July 17, 1918 - In the Russian 

town of Ekaterinburg in Sibe-

ria, former Czar Nicholas II, 

his wife Alexandra, and their 

five children were brutally 

murdered by Bolsheviks.  

July 18, 1947 - Presi-

dent Harry Truman signed 

an Executive Order deter-

mining the line of succession 

if the president becomes in-

capacitated or dies in office. 

Following the vice president, 

the speaker of the house and 

president of the Senate are 

next in succession. This be-

came the 25th  Amend-

ment to the U.S. Constitu-

tion, ratified on February 10, 

1967.  

Hard to believe we are heading into July.  How 
does time fly by so quickly?  As July begins, we 
also begin our new fiscal year for the VFW and 
VFW Auxiliary.  The officers we recently elect-
ed and installed begin their duties as of July 1. 
The President, Secretary, and Treasurer remain 
the same for this year, and many of our other 
officers are also the same as last year.  Thanks a 
million to all the people who are holding offices 
to help our organization grow and prosper.  

Please know your time and knowledge are greatly appreciated.   
 
Unfortunately in the last few months, there have been several Post and 
Auxiliary groups that have been disbanded. The members from the 
Auxiliary that closed down get moved into a “member at large” posi-
tion. If you are willing to continue with the VFW (even though your 
club is now closed) it would be good for you to transfer your member-
ship to a Post & Auxiliary near you.  We currently have several new 
members in that way. Their post closed, and they joined our group.  
We welcome you with open arms! We are always looking for new 
members, and look forward to getting to know you. If you have any 
trouble with the forms, please contact me.  
 
Due to Covid19, we have not been able to do the decorations for our 
nursing home vets.  However, after a call to the activity director at one 
of our nursing homes, we find that things are beginning to loosen up a 
little. We may be able to make July4th decorations again this year. We 
want our veterans to always remember how important they are to us.  
Also, we are going to be working on the sewing of more towels for 
“Towel Buddies”. The Post and Auxiliary are going to be leading the 
posting of the colors and fireworks display for July 4th at a local resort. 
 
Please come join us for our meeting the first Tuesday evening of each 
month at the Bemidji Eagles at 7:00 p.m.  Your good attitude and “can 
do” spirit is the best possible thing you can bring to a meeting.  With 
that spirit, and our love for our veterans, we can accomplish great 
things this year.  We wish you all the best as you celebrate this July 4th 
holiday.  Do what you can to thank and celebrate with our veterans and 
their families over the holiday. Please remember to stay socially distant 
whenever possible, and take good care of yourselves.  Thank You 

 
Margaret Booge 
President, VFW Auxiliary 1260 

POST AUXILIARY 
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Commander Bruce Malterud presents Claire Kapphahn with 
the Korean War Veteran’s coin in appreciation for Claire’s 
substantial contribution to the VFW Post 1260.  Claire has 
served for over a decade as the Post’s adjutant and decades 
on the color guard and poppy card sales team. 

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802   anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Jerry Wraa 218-776-3949    jlwraa@gvtel.com 

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Scotty Allison 218-333-4178    campbell.allison@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499    bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025     torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 121 
Members volunteered: 49 
Total dollar: $910 
 
Current Members: 223 
 
 
 
2021 TAPS 
 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

• Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

• Patriotic Activities 

• Aid to Schools & Churches 

• Membership 

• Help to obtain benefits 

• Legislative Service 

• Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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