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From the Commander 

BY BRUCE MALTERUD 

Comrades, 
 
     Summer is going by and fall is sneaking up on 
us sooner then we think. June being here already 
on the first Tue. of the month we will be having 
our post meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Eagles Club 
Rooms. Thanks to the Eagles for sharing their 
space with us. 
     As time moves on now with the let up of the 
covid restrictions, I hope all our comrades and sis-
ters are in good health , and that you continue to 
be safe during these trying times. 
     It is still very difficult for our members to visit 
patients in assisted living homes, but we are hope-
ful that things will change in the near future and 
that our volunteers can visit with the patients and 
provide them with a meal again. 
     With the poppy drive now behind us we can 
move on to the next month, June, with the state 
convention coming up June 10th thru the 13th. It 
will be held in Brooklyn Park, Mn. this year. Not 
much else happening as the new year for the VFW 
kicks off with the newly elected officers tak-
ing  their positions on June 13th when the newly 
elected state Commander takes the oath of office.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Installation of leadership 

this month! 

Next Two Months Meetings 

July 6th 

Aug 3rd 

 

VETERANS  OF F OREIGN WARS  



Mark your calendars!   Next meeting - Tuesday, June 1st. 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

NOTICE:  VFW website:  www.vfwpost1260.org.  All updated in-
formation is available concerning our local VFW Post #1260 as 
well as our state and national information. 
VFW Post #1260 Meeting Date: Tuesday,  June 1st  
                                              Time:  7:00 pm  
                                           Where:  Eagles Club 
Jun 6th  – D-Day (1944) 
Jun 9 – 13 – Department of MN State VFW Convention – Brooklyn Park, MN  
Jun 14th –  Flag Day / US Army 246th Birthday  
Jun 20th – Fathers Day / Summer Begins 
Jun 24th – Berlin Airlift Begin (1948) 
Jun 25th – Korean War Begins (1950) 
Jun 27th – National PTSD Awareness Day 
Jun 28th National Paul Bunyan Day  
 
SAVE THE DATE: 9.11.21 – Minnesotans will come together to remember 9/11 
and honor the men and women who have served since.  Visit  https://
www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/ to share 
your experience from 9/11 and the resulting Global War on Terrorism.  

Bring another veteran to our meeting. 
Harold Baggenstoss 
VFW Post #1260 
P.O. Box 1271 
Bemidji, MN 56619 
VFW Post Adjutant 
Curt Anderson,  
anderscu@gmail.com  
(502) 263.9802  

 

THIS MONTH IN HIS-
TORY 

June 18, 1815 - On the 

fields near Waterloo in 

central Belgium, 72,000 

French troops, led by Na-

poleon, suffered a crush-

ing military defeat from a 

combined Allied army of 

113,000 British, Dutch, 

Belgian, and Prussian 

troops. Thus ended 23 

years of warfare between 

France and the other 

powers of Europe. Napo-

leon was then sent into 

exile on the island of St. 

Helena off the coast of 

Africa. On May 5, 1821, 

the former vain-glorious 

Emperor died alone on 

the tiny island, aban-

doned by everyone.  
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On the lighter side;  

LOST IN MEMORY. A couple decided to take their teenage daughter for a day 
at the beach. The girl came downstairs wearing a skimpy bikini, thereby 
prompting a tirade from her father about the state of her clothes. The mother 
was more sympathetic and reminded him that when they were young, she used 
to dress the same way.  
"Yeah," said the husband. "Well if you remember. I had something to say  
about that too." "Yes dear," said his wife. " You did. You asked me for  
my phone number." 
 
Your Commander, Bruce Malterud  

http://www.vfwpost1260.org
https://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/
https://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/exhibits/test-gallery/share-your-story/


 
 
 

 

Memorial Day 2021 

 

20th Anniversary of 9/11 

 

 

May 31, 2021 

While COVID restrictions are beginning to ease, MDVA made the decision several months 
ago to hold a virtual Memorial Day program again this year. We look forward to hosting our 
traditional in-person Memorial Day Program next year. 

MDVA is again partnering with Twin Cities PBS-TPT to create a 30-minute Memorial Day 
program entitled “Reflections: Memorial Day 2021” that will be broadcast across the state on 
TPT’s Minnesota Channel at 8 p.m. on Monday, May 31 and again on Sunday, June 6 at 8 
a.m. We will also have a link on our website to view the program online any time. Our three 
State Veterans Cemeteries remain open and visitors are welcome to visit every day, and 
especially on Memorial Day when American flags will be displayed along the entrance street 
and on all graves in the Cemeteries. 

September 11, 2021 

The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, the 9/11 Global War on Terrorism Task Force, and 
the Minnesota Military Museum will mark the 20th anniversary of 9/11 this September with an event 
on the Minnesota State Capitol grounds. The official “9/11 Day of Remembrance” is scheduled in-
person for Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021. In addition to memorializing the events of that day and honoring 
those impacted, this event is focused on bringing the community together through a message of 
hope, unity and resilience. 

The event will feature participation in the national Tolling of the Bells, a reading of names of those 
killed on 9/11 and in-action during the Global War on Terrorism, along with a commemorative cere-
mony including aircraft flyovers, guest speakers, musical performances, and military honors. Speak-
ers will include Gov. Tim Walz, retired Army Gen. Joseph Votel, MDVA Commissioner Larry Herke, 
Gold Star Mother Jill Stephenson and Mariah Jacobson, daughter of Flight 93 hero Tom Burnett. 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Memorial Day Prayer 

O Lord Almighty, remember 

those who lived and died 

fighting to protect the dignity 

and the freedom of mankind. 

Let our spirits be proud of them. Let our hearts be 

compassionate, and our minds clear and deter-

mined in giving them honor and respect. And let us 

be dependent on the loving kindness of the Lord 

our God. As we remember the departed, let us be 

true soldiers in war and on peace. Let us be coura-

geous protectors and true guardians of freedom. 

Let us be the true masters of brotherly love. O Lord, 

guide us in the way of moral responsibility; enlight-

en us—who are true believers in ethics and justice. 

Let this day be a day of commemoration and honor 

to those who sacrificed their lives in order to give 

us liberty and our Nation security. Remember 

them, O Lord, in Your mercy, and have compassion 

on us. Make us a generation of wisdom, discipline, 

and faith we pray in Your Holy Name.  

Amen. 

OUR SACRIFICE 

Conflict  Casualties 

American Revolution            50,000 

Northwest Indian War         1,881 

War of 1812           20,000 

Mexican American War        17,435 

Civil War—Union           646,392 

Civil War—Confederate      ~524,000 

Dakota War of  1862           263 

Spanish-American War       4,068 

Philippine-American War   7,126 

World War I           320,518 

World War II            1,076,245 

Korean War            128,650 

Vietnam War            211,454 

Afghanistan War           20,147 

Iraq War                               32,292 

 

NOTE:  There are other smaller con-

flicts not listed where service members 

sacrificed their lives 

Afghanistan & Iraq source:  

https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf  
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 

 

VA Moves to Expedite Bene-
fits for Post-9/11 Veterans' 
Asthma, Respiratory Prob-
lems 
27 May 2021 
Military.com | By Patricia 
Kime 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs will create a list of 
conditions thought to be 
linked to burn pits and other 
air-quality problems experi-
enced by veterans who 
served in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and elsewhere since the Per-
sian Gulf War. 
VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough announced 
Thursday that the depart-
ment will start the rulemak-
ing process to add chronic 
respiratory conditions such 
as asthma and sinusitis to a 
list of presumptive illnesses 
considered linked to service. 
The move comes after an 
internal VA review "resulted 
in the recommendation to 
consider creation of new pre-
sumptions," based on exist-
ing reports and scientific 
evidence, he said.  
"VA is establishing a holistic 
approach to determining 
toxic exposure presumption 
going forward. We are mov-
ing out smartly in initiating 
action to consider these and 
other potential new pre-
sumptions, grounded in sci-
ence and in keeping with my 
authority as secretary of VA," 
McDonough said.  
Rulemaking is the first step 
in ensuring that affected vet-
erans have an easier time 
receiving approval for cer-
tain conditions. McDonough 
said the initial list includes 
asthma, sinusitis and rhini-
tis, but more could be added 
as the VA obtains additional 
information. 
"This is just the beginning of 
our efforts to help vets suf-
fering from toxic exposure." 
he said. 
Source: military.com 
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SPOT LIGHT ON…. 

 

THE HISTORY OF MEMORIAL DAY 

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. It was a 

time set aside to honor the nation’s Civil War dead by 

“decorating” their graves. It as first observed on May 30, 1868, 

to commemorate the sacrifices of Civil War soldiers. During this 

first celebration of Decoration Day, General James Garfield 

made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery after which 5,000 

participants helped to decorate the graves of the more than 

20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried in the cemetery. 

This 1868 celebration inspired local observances in several 

towns throughout America. By the late 1800s, many communi-

ties across the country had begun to celebrate Decoration Day 

and, after World War I, observances also began to honor those 

who had died in all of America’s wars. In 1966, the Federal gov-

ernment, under the direction of President Lyndon Johnson, de-

clared Waterloo, New York, the official birthplace of Memorial 

Day. They chose Waterloo because the town had made Memori-

al Day an annual,  community-wide event since their first cele-

bration on May 5, 1866, during which businesses closed and res-

idents decorated the graves of soldiers with flowers and flags. 

(Other towns have claimed to be the birthplace of this celebra-

tion including Boalsburg, Pennsylvania.) 

In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a National Holiday to 

be celebrated the last Monday in May. 

  

Source: VFW Chaplain’s Handbook, 2008 

 
 
Arrow Printing 
Contact Steve Krue-
ger at 218-751-1564 
or stop by at 1375 
Washington Ave. 
South – Bemidji. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTATIVE 



THIS MONTH IN HIS-
TORY 

June 19, 1865 - In Galves-

ton, Texas, upon the arri-

val of Union troops, Maj. 

Gen. Gordon Granger 

read General Order No. 3: 

"The people of Texas are 

informed that, in accord-

ance with a proclamation 

from the Executive of the 

United States [President 

Lincoln], all slaves are 

free. This involves an ab-

solute equality of person-

al rights and rights of 

property between former 

masters and slaves..." As 

a result, an estimated 

250,000 enslaved African 

Americans in Texas were 

finally freed. The day is 

now celebrated as 

Juneteenth to commemo-

rate Emancipation and to 

recognize the struggle for 

freedom and equality of 

African Americans.  

As of this date we are headed “full bore” 
into our Memorial weekend annual Poppy 
Drive. It is our biggest money maker, and 
we are very thankful that the pandemic has 
lessened just enough for us to believe we 
can do this money maker for our veterans 
and their families. I look forward to being 
able to share the total money raised in our 
next newsletter. 

In May we had Armed Forces Day on May 15th, and Memorial 
Day on May 31st. Both of these days give us the chance to re-
flect on all our veterans have done for us, and all they continue 
to do in many areas around the world. Hope you took the time 
to “Thank a Vet”.  If not, June offers up another opportunity in 
the form of Flag Day on June 14th. Fly the flag, and fly it 
proudly on this day and many others. Remember to thank the 
veterans and their families for the freedoms we hold dear.  
The pandemic is not gone by any means. However, it is lessen-
ing enough that we dare hope for a return to something closer 
to normal in our ability to get out and visit our vets; complete 
projects for them; serve them special meals; and just go visit so 
they have someone to talk to. Don’t miss these opportunities. 
Come to the monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bemidji Eagles and be a part of planning how we move 
forward again. Also bear in mind that we have a veteran’s 
home being built in Bemidji quite soon. That should give us 
many opportunities to help our local veterans.  
Please take good care of yourselves, and continue to be safe. 
And please call a veteran in your neighborhood and make sure 
they are doing OK.  Help each other with yard work or some 
other project that gets you outside in the sun. It could be a 
blessing to you both…. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Margaret Booge 
President, VFW Auxiliary 1260 
218-556-9482 

POST AUXILIARY 
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Scout, Aaron Hoefer, was the 9th District winner this 
year and was presented with a check by Commander, 
Bruce Malterud, and Adjutant, Curt Anderson. Aaron 
was sponsored by post #1260 Bemidji.  

ACTIVITIES  THIS PAST MONTH 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 
Commander  Bruce Malterud 218-766-3898   bmjm@paulbunyan.net 

Adjutant    Curt Anderson  502-263-9802   anderscu@gmail.com  

Quartermaster  Kelly Booge 218-308-1171     kelbooge@paulbunyan.net 

Sr. Vice Commander John Naastad 651-283-8657    johnnaastad@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commander Mike Gutz 218-308-3927              

Surgeon     

Chaplain   Jerry Wraa 218-776-3949    jlwraa@gvtel.com 

Asst Chaplain  Vacant 

Veterans Service Officer Scotty Allison 218-333-4178    campbell.allison@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Post Auxiliary President Margarete Booge      218-751-3258    kelbooge@paulbunyan.net  
Post Auxiliary Treasurer Janie Malterud  218-854-7499    bmjm@paulbunyan.net  

DAV Chapter #7  Thomas Annonson 218-251-3025     torgor@lightspeed.net 

 

Support Numbers 

Education: http://www.mymilitaryeducation.org 

Health Care: 1-877-222-8387 

Suicide Prev. Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Fargo VA: 1-800-410-9723 

Help Line: 1-855-VET-TALK 

VA Community Outpatient Clinic-Bemidji: 218-755-6360 

 

OUR DAILY COMMITTMENT 
Hours served: 121 
Members volunteered: 49 
Total dollar: $910 
 
Current Members: 223 
 
 
 
2021 TAPS 
 
 



HAROLD BAGGENSTOSS  

POST 1260  

The purpose is fraternal, patri-

otic, historical, and education-

al; to preserve and strengthen 

comradeship among its mem-

bers; to assist worthy com-

rades; to perpetuate the 

memory and history of our 

dead, and to assist their widows 

and orphans; to maintain rue 

allegiance to the Government 

of the United States of America, 

and fidelity to its Constitution 

and laws; to foster true patriot-

ism; to maintain and extend 

the institutions of American 

freedom, and to preserve and 

defend the United States from 

all her enemies, whomsoever. 

WHAT THE VFW DOES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

 Youth activities, Voice of Democracy & Youth Essay 

 Patriotic Activities 

 Aid to Schools & Churches 

 Membership 

 Help to obtain benefits 

 Legislative Service 

 Buddy Poppy Promotion 
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